LESSON 8 - 2ND TERM — THE DRAWING PATH

Simplifying the Figure
Reducing the complex human form to its essential readable elements — the skill that makes both
quick sketching and stylized character design possible.

BEGINNER

The human figure is enormously complex — hundreds of muscles, bones, and surface forms all varying
with every pose and body type. You cannot draw all of it, and even if you could, you would not want to —
the result would be overwhelming. Simplification is the selection of which features to include and which to
leave out. Start by identifying the three big shapes of any figure: the head mass, the torso mass (ribcage
and pelvis together or separately), and the leg mass. Then add arm indication. That is a complete,
readable figure. From there you can add as much or as little detail as the drawing needs.

HOBBYIST

Different levels of simplification serve different purposes. For quick gestures, maximum simplification
keeps you from getting bogged down in detail. For character design, deliberate simplification creates a
consistent, readable style. For life drawing, knowing which anatomical forms to simplify allows you to
make fast decisions in the moment without losing the essential character of the pose. The key is
maintaining accuracy of proportion and spatial position while reducing form complexity. A simplified figure
that has correct proportions and a readable gesture communicates more than a detailed figure with poor
proportions and a dead gesture.

PROFESSIONAL

Stylization is applied simplification. Every cartoon character, from Mickey Mouse to the Incredibles to
Arcane, is a simplified figure — but the simplification is deliberate, consistent, and designed to serve the
character's personality. At a professional level, character designers develop a specific set of simplification
rules for each character and apply them consistently across every pose and expression. This is what
makes a character design workable for an animation team: every artist on the team can draw the
character because the simplification rules are clear and documented.



