LESSON 8 - 2ND TERM — THE DRAWING PATH

Contour Drawing

Following the edges and surface curves of a form with a single unbroken line. Develops observation
and hand-eye coordination simultaneously.

BEGINNER

Contour drawing means drawing the outline of a form as a single, slow, deliberate line — with your eyes
following the edge of the subject and your pen following your eyes. It feels strange at first because you
cannot look at your paper while you draw. That is the point. Blind contour drawing (no looking at the paper
at all) trains your hand to follow what your eye sees without the interference of your brain's correction
mechanism. Modified contour (occasional glances) produces more accurate results while preserving the
guality of concentrated observation. Both exercises build a direct connection between what you see and
what you draw.

HOBBYIST

Contour drawing is not just an exercise — it is a finished art form in itself. Alberto Giacometti's linear
portraits, Matisse's pure-line figure drawings, and Picasso's one-line drawings are all masterpieces of
contour. What they share is economy: every line is essential, there is no hatching or value, and the
intelligence of the artist's observation is visible in every decision about when the line turns, speeds up,
slows down, or pauses. Practice contour by drawing complex objects — hands, crumpled fabric,
vegetation — with a single unbroken line and no lifting of the pen.

PROFESSIONAL

In professional practice, contour mastery underpins all clean linework — whether for illustration, comics, or
design. The ability to draw a confident, accurate contour line is the visible evidence of observation skill. At
an advanced level, contour is never truly blind — it is controlled and deliberate, with the artist making rapid
decisions about line weight, edge type (hard, soft, broken), and where to simplify versus detail. Ink
linework in comic art, architectural rendering, and fashion illustration all depend on confident, varied
contour. Artists who draw with strong contour have typically done enormous volumes of contour practice
— itis not a natural skill but an acquired one.



