LESSON 7 - 2ND TERM -- THE DRAWING PATH
DEEP DIVE

Rule of Thirds

Dividing the frame into thirds horizontally and vertically. Placing subjects at intersections creates more
dynamic, engaging compositions than centering.

The rule of thirds divides your frame into a 3x3 grid. The four intersection points are where the eye
naturally travels first. Placing your subject or key element on or near one of these power points produces
more dynamic tension than centering it. The rule is a starting heuristic, not a law.

THE GRID AND POWER POINTS

Divide your canvas with two equally spaced horizontal and two vertical lines. The four intersections are your
power points. Any strong element placed near these points will feel intentional and visually comfortable. The
rule explains why a horizon at mid-frame feels static: it splits the image into two equal halves with equal visual
weight, producing visual deadlock.

HORIZONTAL AND VERTICAL DIVISION

The rule applies to both axes. Place horizons on the upper or lower third line, not the middle. Place vertical
elements on the left or right third. This gives unequal areas of sky vs. land and figure vs. space -- and unequal
areas create visual movement because the eye seeks to resolve the imbalance.

BREAKING THE RULE PURPOSEFULLY

Centered compositions create symmetry, formality, and calm -- perfect for certain subjects. The rule of thirds
creates asymmetry and dynamism. When you center something, do it because centering communicates
something, not because you forgot to apply the rule.

EXERCISES

Day 1: Collect five published images and draw their rule-of-thirds grids. Mark which power points are in use.
Day 2: Redraw one of your sketches with the subject on a power point instead of centered. Day 3: Thumbnail
the same scene three ways: centered, left third, right third. Day 4: Fill a page with 12 small thumbnail boxes and
fill each with a different compositional arrangement. Day 5: Draw a landscape and break the rule -- place the
horizon at center -- and justify the choice in writing.
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