
LESSON 7 · 2ND TERM -- THE DRAWING PATH

DEEP DIVE

Edge Control
Hard edges create focus; soft edges recede. Managing where edges are sharp versus lost controls

attention and creates depth.

An edge is where two shapes meet. Hard edges are sharp and defined. Soft edges blur and blend. Lost

edges disappear entirely. Most beginners draw every edge at the same hardness, producing flat, isolated

shapes. Controlling edge quality is one of the primary ways to direct attention, suggest form, and create

atmospheric depth.

THE EDGE HIERARCHY

Your focal point should have your hardest, most defined edges. Secondary elements should have progressively

softer edges. Background elements may have lost edges. This hierarchy tells the eye which edges matter and

which to ignore -- it does more compositional work than almost any other single technique.

FORM EDGES VS. LIGHT EDGES

Two different phenomena create soft edges: form turning gradually away from you (like a cylinder's side) and

light transitions. On a curved form, the edge at the terminator is soft because the surface curves gradually. At

the edge of a cast shadow far from the casting object, the shadow softens because the extended light source

partially illuminates the edge. Learning to distinguish these creates technically accurate rendering.

LOST EDGES

A lost edge is where two adjacent shapes merge into the same value, making the boundary between them

invisible. Lost edges connect regions visually, simplify complex areas, and create mystery. They also prevent

the cut-out look that plagues beginners -- when every shape is fully outlined, each reads as a flat, separate

piece. Strategic lost edges make forms feel like they inhabit the same atmosphere.

EXERCISES

Day 1: Draw the same sphere four times: all hard edges, all soft edges, focal point hard and edges soft, lost

edge on one side. Day 2: Study a master painting and identify at least five lost edges. Day 3: Draw a still life

using only value -- no outlines -- and pay deliberate attention to which edges you define and which you lose.

Day 4: Draw a portrait with one hard-edge eye and progressively softer edges on the forehead, chin, and far

cheek. Day 5: Draw a scene with strong atmospheric perspective -- use edge softness to create depth.
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