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Lesson 3 — Proportions

Angles & Verticals

BEGINNER

Angles are everywhere in drawing, and getting them right is one of the fastest ways to improve
proportion accuracy. Hold your pencil at arm's length and tilt it until it matches the angle of something
you are drawing — a shoulder, a jaw line, a leaning figure. Then carefully transfer that angle to your
paper. Most beginners unconsciously correct angles toward horizontal or vertical because our brains
prefer straight lines — if a shoulder is tilted 20 degrees, we draw it as 10.

HOBBYIST

Angles are the fastest accuracy fix in observational drawing. The mistake most hobbyists make is
rendering angles too timid — slopes that should be steep end up shallow, dramatic tilts get flattened
toward the comfortable. The two most useful checking tools are: a vertical plumb line and a horizontal.
In figure drawing, getting the angle of the spine, the hip tilt, and the shoulder line correct is more
important than any accurate surface details — these three angles define the gesture.

PROFESSIONAL

Accurate angle mapping is the foundation of alla prima painting, life drawing under time pressure, and
forensic accuracy. The Reilly Method, the Bargue Method, and Loomis's block-in approaches all
prioritize angle accuracy before proportion accuracy. At a professional level, you are reading the entire
subject as a system of angular relationships and transferring that system holistically rather than
measuring individual elements. After a thousand figure drawings, the eye becomes calibrated to
translate angle and proportion instantly.



