
LESSON 12 · 2ND TERM -- THE DRAWING PATH

DEEP DIVE

Stylization Decisions
The deliberate choices that determine how your work departs from literal representation — each decision

defining your visual voice.

Stylization is the process of deliberately departing from strict observational accuracy in favor of a more

expressive, efficient, or distinctive visual treatment. Every drawing involves stylization decisions, whether

conscious or not. Making them conscious -- understanding what you are choosing and why -- is the

foundation of developing a recognizable style.

WHAT YOU CAN STYLIZE

Stylization applies to every formal element: line quality (thick, thin, calligraphic, mechanical), proportion

(lengthened limbs, enlarged heads), color (naturalistic, arbitrary, limited, high-saturation), edges (all hard, all

soft, mixed), value range (high-contrast, mid-range only), texture (none, implied, explicit), detail level (minimal,

moderate, obsessive), and subject matter. A style is the consistent pattern of choices across all these elements

that makes your work recognizable.

EXAGGERATION AS STYLIZATION

The most common stylization strategy is exaggeration -- taking an observed quality and pushing it further than

observation provides. If a model has a long neck, you draw a longer neck. If a cityscape has strong diagonals,

you push them into nearly vertical lines. Exaggeration is not error -- it is amplification of what is already present,

making the drawing feel more true to its emotional essence than a photograph would.

REDUCTION AS STYLIZATION

The opposite of exaggeration: deliberately removing information that observation provides. Removing outlines

to leave only value masses. Removing texture to leave only clean shapes. Removing intermediate values to

leave only pure lights and darks. Reduction creates graphic power and clarity -- the visual economy makes the

remaining elements more impactful. Many contemporary illustrators work in reduced, simplified styles that

communicate with remarkable efficiency.

EXERCISES

Day 1: Draw a portrait twice -- once observationally accurate, once with deliberate exaggeration of the three

most interesting features. Day 2: Draw the same portrait with deliberate reduction -- remove as many elements

as possible while retaining readability. Day 3: Choose one formal element (line quality only) and explore 10

different stylization options for that element. Day 4: Draw the same subject in an exaggerated style and a

reduced style. Determine which feels more natural to you. Day 5: Draw a subject using only the stylization

decisions that felt most natural across Days 1-4.
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