LESSON 12 - 2ND TERM -- THE DRAWING PATH
DEEP DIVE

Deconstruction of Influences

Understanding exactly what you love about your influences — not just who they are but what specific
visual qualities attract you to their work.

Every artist's style is the synthesis of their influences. What separates a derivative imitator from an artist
with a distinctive voice is the depth of that synthesis -- whether influences have been absorbed, digested,
and transformed into something new. Deconstructing your influences is the first step in understanding

where your visual voice comes from.

IDENTIFYING YOUR INFLUENCES

Make an explicit list of the artists, illustrators, films, comics, games, or other visual media that have had the
strongest impact on you -- not the ones you think you should love, but the ones that actually moved you
visually. This list is the raw material of your developing style. For each influence, try to articulate specifically
what draws you: the line quality, the color palette, the compositional approach, the subject matter, the emotional
tone.

DECONSTRUCTING THE MECHANICS

For each major influence, do a mechanical analysis: how do they apply line? How do they structure values?
How do they approach edge quality? What is their typical color temperature range? What are their
compositional tendencies? This analysis separates | love this artist from | understand why this artist works -- the
latter is what allows you to learn from them rather than simply admiring them.

FINDING THE THROUGH-LINE

Look across your analyzed influences for common elements. Perhaps every artist you love uses strong,
simplified silhouettes. Perhaps all your influences have a restrained, cool color palette. Perhaps they all have a
tendency toward environmental subject matter. These commonalities are the first evidence of what your style
wants to be -- they reveal the aesthetic preferences that you have been gravitating toward before you had the
technical ability to pursue them.

EXERCISES

Day 1: List 10 visual influences and write one paragraph for each explaining specifically what draws you to
them. Day 2: For your top three influences, do a formal deconstruction: line, value, color, composition, edges.
Day 3: Find the common elements across your three influences. Draw a style comparison chart. Day 4: Draw
the same subject three times -- once in each of your three influences' styles. Day 5: Draw the same subject in a
style that combines elements from all three without directly imitating any of them.
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