
LESSON 11 · 2ND TERM -- THE DRAWING PATH

DEEP DIVE

Foreground, Mid-ground & Background
Three distinct spatial zones that create depth in a composition — each requiring different levels of detail,

value, and edge quality.

Organizing an image into foreground, midground, and background planes is the fundamental

compositional device for creating depth in two-dimensional art. Each plane plays a specific role in the

visual story of the image. The relationship between planes determines how much spatial depth the image

appears to have.

THE ROLE OF EACH PLANE

The foreground plane is nearest the viewer. It typically has the highest detail, sharpest edges, strongest

contrast, and most saturated color. It creates a sense of immersive presence. The midground is where the

primary subject usually lives -- the focal point, the character, the main action. The background establishes

context, atmosphere, and spatial scale without competing with the midground subject.

OVERLAP AS DEPTH SIGNAL

Overlap is the most powerful depth signal in two-dimensional art. When one shape overlaps another, the

overlapping shape is unambiguously in front. Overlapping your foreground elements over midground and

midground over background creates spatial depth even without perspective, value separation, or atmospheric

perspective. Making sure every plane overlaps the one behind it is often the most direct path to creating

believable depth.

DESIGNING EACH PLANE

Each plane should be designed -- given a deliberate shape, value, and color range -- rather than randomly

filled. The background plane is often a simple, unified value range (light sky, neutral ground). The midground

has more complexity but is still subordinate to the foreground. The foreground has the most variation and can

include highly textured elements that create a sense of rich, tangible space.

EXERCISES

Day 1: Draw a simple landscape where you can clearly label every element as foreground, midground, or

background. Day 2: Design an environment with five depth layers -- sky, distant mountains, midground forest,

near trees, and foreground grasses. Day 3: Draw the same scene twice: first with no overlap between planes,

then with deliberate overlap. Compare the depth effect. Day 4: Copy a master landscape painting and analyze

how many depth planes the artist used and how they were separated. Day 5: Design a scene where the

foreground element is a dark silhouette that frames the brighter midground subject.
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