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Lesson 1 — Linework & Basic Shapes

Line Quality

BEGINNER

Line quality is the personality of a line — it tells the viewer whether you drew with confidence or

hesitation. A wobbly, scratchy line looks uncertain even when the subject is placed correctly. Think of a

surgeon's incision versus a nervous scratch: same motion, completely different results. The key

ingredients are pressure, speed, and commitment. Pressed too hard, your line is stiff and dead. Too

light, and it disappears. The sweet spot is moderate, consistent pressure applied with a single, fluid

stroke. Don't sketch by building up lots of little marks — draw one deliberate line and commit to it.

HOBBYIST

Line quality isn't just aesthetics — it's information. A thick line implies closeness or weight; a thin line

suggests distance or lightness. Variable line weight within a single stroke (thickening at joints, tapering

at tips) is the hallmark of confident observational drawing. The most common mistake is hairy lines —

multiple strokes layered to approximate one clean mark. Practice ghosted lines: hover the pencil just

above the paper, rehearse the stroke two or three times, then commit with a single pass. Apply this to

curves too. Your line quality is your handwriting as a draughtsman — it announces your level before

the viewer reads any subject matter.

PROFESSIONAL

At a professional level, line quality is a compositional tool and a stylistic fingerprint. Artists like Egon

Schiele used aggression and scratchy intensity deliberately; Moebius used gossamer, weightless lines

with pinpoint precision. The weight distribution along a single line — thick to thin to thick — is controlled

by wrist rotation, finger pressure, and drawing speed. In ink, the irreversibility of the mark sharpens

decision-making: slow for thick, fast for thin, no second chances. For figure work, thick lines at

compression points and thin lines at distance create a hierarchy that reads as three-dimensional form

before any shading is applied.


